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- ICTA faculty, research scientists, postdoctoral fellows, PhD students, 

and Masterôs students  

 

- Focus on green urban planning, environmental equity, and health 

Team 



Can green cities be healthy and just?  



Health Inequity 

ñA difference or 

disparity in health 

outcomes that is 

systematic, avoidable, 

and unjust ò         

     (Whitehead and Whitehead, 

1991; Braveman, 2003) 

 

 



Kardan & al. 2015 
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Environmental (in)justice, environmental gentrificationéWhat and why? 
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Recent trends and activism in environmental gentrification 

Green gentrification in Barcelona? 
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So-called ñgreenò amenities and projects create 

conditions for the socio-spatial exclusion and 

invisibilization of the most socially and racially 

vulnerable residents, their livelihoods, and 

practices 

 

Parks, greenways, or climate-proofing 

infrastructure can become GREENLULUS in 

racially mixed and low-income neighborhoods  







Environmental (in)justice, 

environmental gentrification  

1 

likeé 

What are they and why are they important? 



Environmental (in)justice:  

Poor and minority residents tend to suffer to a 

greater extent from environmental toxics, 

unsafe working conditions, or climate risks 



US, 1980s: 
EJ 

Movement 



Å 57% residents are black 

Å 40% live in poverty 

Å Multiple health emergencies 

 

Flint, 2017: 
Lead 

contamination 



2000 Census Data Source: Toxic Wastes at Twenty (Bullard et al. 2007)  



Recent 

agendas 





Place-based urban environmental justice 

Physical Health 

(tangible and concrete 

outcomes)  

 

Mental Health  

 

Clean air and soil 

Nutrition 

Safe play, recreation, & 

education 

Physical activity 

Healthy home and 

habitat 

 

Nurturing 

Healing 

Protecting 

Wellness 

Robustness and 

Resilience 

Demand in Space and 

Demand for Space 



Revitalization and gentrification 

 

ÅñRent gap:ò Difference between ñthe actual capitalized 
ground rent of a plot of land given its present use AND the 
potential ground rent that might be gleaned under a 'higher 
and better' useò  (Smith, 1986) 

 

ÅInner city neighborhoods are being rebranded by developers, 
real estate agents, public officials, and new residents: From 
urban abandoned ghettos to cultural artifacts and sites for 
revitalization 

 

ÅGentrification characterized by changes in demographic and 
real estate characteristics, with a combined effect, and by 
new neighborhood cultural and commercial offerings 

 



Environmental/Ecological 

Gentrification  

 

ÅNew urban environmental transformations and 
improvements are intertwined with inequality 
(re)formation and gentrification  

 

ÅContaminated land creates a new rent gap 
 

ÅRemoval of sites from the Superfund list results in an 
increase of 26% in mean household income (Gamper-
Rabindran and Timmins 2011) 

ÅHousing values within 400m of a green infrastructure 
can spike by 30% in comparison with similar 
properties 1.6km away  (Immergluck, 2009) 

 

Gentrification and green gentrification 



  Implementation of an environmental planning 
agenda related to public green spaces that leads 
to the displacement or exclusion of the most 
economically vulnerable population  while 
espousing an environmental ethic (Dooling 2009) 

Environmental Gentrification 



  Wealthier groups are able to purchase high-quality 
homes and reap the benefits from environmental 
goods and amenities while shifting environmental 
burden to the most marginalized neighborhoods 
(Gould and Lewis 2012) 



A restored Claiborne Avenue would be very 

attractive and would enhance the economic 

potential of the immediate Claiborne Avenue 

corridor. 
A Report to the Claiborne Corridor Improvement Coalition and Congress for New Urbanism by Smart Mobility Inc. 
and Waggonner & Ball Architects, New Orleans 

 


