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BCNUE] examines how we can create more just, resilient, healthy, and sustainable

What is BCNUE]J?

The Barcelona Lab for Urban Environmental Justice and Sustainability was
founded in partnership with the Institute of Environmental Science and
Technology (ICTA) at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB) and a research
group from the Hospital del Mar Medical Research Institute (IMIM) in Barcelona.
The lab develops novel research that builds on urban planning and policy, social
inequality, and development studies. Our main emphasis is on the opportunities
and challenges created by urban municipal, community, or private initiatives that
enhance sustainability, equity, and health in cities.
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2,400,000

5-Year Budget

Researchers

cities.

Our Research

Our research examines processes and dynamics that lead to more just, resilient,
healthy, and sustainable cities, bringing together theory and methods from urban
planning, public policy, urban and environmental sociology, urban geography and
public health. Our studies analyze the extent to which urban plans and policy
decisions contribute to more just, resilient, healthy, and sustainable cities, and
how community groups in distressed neighborhoods contest the existence,
creation, or exacerbation of environmental inequities as a result of urban
(re)development processes and policies.
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- |ICTA faculty, research scientists, postdoctoral fellows, PhD students,
and Master 0s student s

- Focus on green urban planning, environmental equity, and health
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Can green cities be healthy and just?



Health Inequity

NA di fferen
disparity in health
outcomes that Is
systematic, avoidable,
and unjust o

(Whitehead and Whitehead,
1991, Braveman, 2003)
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From: Neighborhood greenspace and health in a large urban center

Kardan & al. 2015

Age
Sex
Health
Education Perception
Diet ig Cardio-
. metabolic
Income - Demngraphlcs Conditions
& Tree Density
Area Mental
Income Disorders
Street :I'ree —
o Disorders
Other Tree

Density




OUTLINE

Environment al (I n)Jjustice, environment a
Recent trends and activism in environmental gentrification

Green gentrification in Barcelona?




So-cal l ed nNngreeno amenit
conditions for the socio-spatial exclusion and
Invisibilization of the most socially and racially

vulnerable residents, their livelihoods, and
practices

Parks, greenways, or climate-proofing
Infrastructure can become GREENLULUS In
raclially mixed and low-income neighborhoods
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Environmental (In)justice,
environmental gentrification

What are they and why are they important?



Environmental (in)justice:

Poor and minority residents tend to suffer to a
greater extent from environmental toxics,
unsafe working conditions, or climate risks
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Figure 4.1 — People of Color Percentages in MNeighborhoods with
Clustered Faciliies, Non-Clustered Facilities and No Facility
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2000 Census Data Source: Toxic Wastes at Twenty (Bullard et al. 2007)



Recent

agendas
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Place-based urban environmental justice

Physical Health
(tangible and concrete
outcoimes)

Mental Health

Clean air and soll

Nutrition Robustness and Nurturing
Safe play, recreation, & m Healing
education
Demand In Space and Protecting
Physical activity Demand for Space
Wellness

Healthy home and
habitat




Revitalization and gentrification

A Rent gap: oDifferenceb et ween ANt he actua
ground rent of a plot of land given its present use AND the
potential ground rent that might be gleaned under a ‘higher
and Dbet t(®8mth, 19863 e 0O

A Inner city neighborhoods are being rebranded by developers,
real estate agents, public officials, and new residents: From
urban abandoned ghettos to cultural artifacts and sites for
revitalization

A Gentrification characterized by changes in demographic and
real estate characteristics, with a combined effect, and by
new neighborhood cultural and commercial offerings




Gentrification and green gentrification

A New urban environmental transformations and
Improvements are intertwined with inequality
(re)formation and gentrification

A Contaminated land creates a new rent gap

A Removal of sites from the Superfund list results in an

Increase of 26% In mean household income (Gamper-
Rabindran and Timmins 2011)

A Housing values within 400m of a green infrastructure
can spike by 30% in comparison with similar
properties 1.6km away (Immergluck, 2009)




||.l . Ilta-.l:ﬁ_:; . . - -.h. = :- ... = " ....- . B !

: ._:|. ' |_|:. _-|:|-‘

e " . " =y 2 o b, a -






‘ ‘ A restored Claiborne Avenue would be very
attractive and would enhance the economic
potential of the Immediate Claiborne Avenue
corridor.



